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Parliamentary Patter

Defending Religious Freedom

John convened an important Cross-Party
Group meeting at the Scottish Parliament on
Freedom of Religion or Belief. The discussion
focused on five ex-Soviet Central Asian states
of Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and, Uzbekistan. While these are
Muslim-majority countries, even religious
freedoms for Muslims are heavily restricted.
The meeting highlighted the challenges faced
by people of all faiths and none, emphasising
the need for international awareness and
advocacy. Ensuring religious freedom remains
a global priority and Scotland has a role to
play in supporting those facing oppression.
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Support for Ukraine |

John welcomed the First Minister’s
strong statement in the Scottish
Parliament on Ukraine. John Swinney

emphasised that peace cannot come at
the cost of Ukraine’s sovereignty and
condemned misinformation,
propaganda and hate being used to
divide us. Scotland continues to stand
in solidarity with Ukraine against
aggression and injustice.

Dundee University Crisis

John questioned Dundee University on
delays in publishing financial
statements amid its £35m deficit at
Education Committee.

Officials admitted the audit is taking
longer due to ongoing issues.

With job cuts looming and emergency
funding secured, concerns grow over
governance and transparency.

Earth Hour Reflections
(Scots Article)

John took pairt in this year’'s WWF Earth
Hour, highlightin the importance o simpler,

mair sustainable livin. Wi candles litan a
beer in han, he reflected on oor connection
tae nature—though his neighbours micht
hae thocht itherwise! A wee switch-off can
mak a big difference.

If you would like to receive this each month, please contact the office on 0141 550 4327 or email john.mason.msp@ parliament.scot .






