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John meeting British Polio Fellowship

Assisted Dying

The Scottish Parliament held an emotional
debate with strongly opposing views on the
Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults
(Scotland) Bill. Around 44 MSPs contributed
personal and passionate speeches before the
Stage One vote. The Bill, introduced by Liam
McArthur MSP, passed its first hurdle with 70
votes in favour and 56 against. John voted
against the Bill, warning it poses serious risks
to older and vulnerable people and raising
concerns about individuals feeling pressured
to end their lives. He also criticised
proponents for not addressing potential cost-
saving motives behind the legislation.
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Education Costs

On May 7, the Education Committee
began scrutinising the Tertiary
Education Bill. Key stakeholders include

Skills Development Scotland (SDS) and
the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). The
Bill proposes shifting apprenticeships
from SDS to the SFC, sparking debate
over responsibilities and financial
implications. John highlighted concerns
over potential £23 million pension costs
for staff transfers.

Education Bill

The Education Committee concluded
Stage 2 consideration of the Education
Bill, working through all 350 amendments
with lengthy sessions, some till 10pm!
John and Ross Greer MSP unsuccessfully
pushed to remove “HM” from the new
Chief Inspector’s title. With tensions over
language and structure still unresolved,
Cabinet Secretary Jenny Gilruth faces
significant negotiations ahead of Stage 3
deliberations.

Theatre Performance
(Scots Article)

On 15 May, John gied praise tae a pooerfu
performance by Without Compromise

Theatre at the Pairlament. The show
delivered a sair-strikin message aboot the
ruin drugs and drink can bring tae lives,
freendships, an relationships. John said it
could be gey effective if shown in schuils.
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