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John at Holyrood with Cancer Reaserch UK.

Public Inquiries

At the Finance Committee on 10 June, John
welcomed helpful evidence as the Committee
maintained its scrutiny of the time and cost of
public inquiries. Concerns were raised,
particularly by the Scottish Police Federation,
about the significant impact on police
resources. Officers are being pulled away
from frontline duties to participate in lengthy
inquiries. John emphasised the need for
inquiries to be shorter, sharper, and less
costly. Meanwhile, the Scottish Fiscal
Commission also appeared to present its
latest economic and fiscal forecasts for
Scotland. Their insights will inform ongoing
budget discussions.

On 13 June, John joined the 20th
anniversary celebration of Upkeep in
Shettleston. While owned by

Shettleston Housing Association,
Upkeep operates independently with its
own board and staff, providing housing
maintenance, gardening, and
environmental services. John
highlighted the group’s valuable role in
supporting local homes, creating jobs,
and offering training opportunities.

Glasgow City Mission

John recently attended a powerful event
at Adelaide Place Baptist Church
highlighting the work of Glasgow City
Mission.

He heard moving stories of support for
homeless individuals, particularly through
the winter months.

The charity’s efforts to help people
secure and sustain tenancies were
praised, alongside calls for more housing.

Hong Kong Market
(Scots Article)

John enjoyed a visit tae the Hong Kong
Market at the Barras on 1 Juin. Wi’ plenty o’

food, crafts, an stalls, he said it was braw
tae see sae muckle on offer an learn a bit 0’
Hong Kong’s history. The twa-day event wis
weel worth a visit, and John hopes it'll be
back next year.
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